350                    LORD  READING

The Government of the country will be continued, the administra-
tion will be carried on as before, save that the Reformed Constitu-
tion will be in abeyance. If this should happen I leave you to
imagine the effect upon the British people and their representa-
tives in Parliament and upon those who have persistently striven
for the institution of representative Government.

EMPIRE EXHIBITION :  BOYCOTT PROPOSALS

In this connection I would also draw attention to the proposals
for India's withdrawal from the Empire Exhibition and for
the boycott of British goods. I am well aware of the wave of
strong feeling that caused many public men to express them-
selves emphatically and even vehemently upon the Kenya
decision of the Imperial Government. My Government's views
are well known; they have been published, and there is nothing
to add to the opinion then formulated. We analyzed the result
of the White Paper and sought to balance our gains and losses,
comparing the results of the final decision with those of the
original pronouncement. I cannot but think that in the public
agitation too scant attention has been paid to the gains which
are by no means inconsiderable as we demonstrated in the Govern-
ment Resolution. Since the decision we have been in com-
munication with the Secretary of State and in the result we have
received from him, in relation to the future rules affecting
immigration, that when the proposals have been submitted to the
Colonial Office, the Secretary of State will be consulted and
will give us the fullest opportunity to represent our views before
he makes reply. You may be certain that the Government
of India realize the vital importance of the immigration question.
But I am troubled by these boycott proposals, not because
of the material results that may be achieved, but again because
of the effect that will be produced upon the British public and
upon Parliament. If India should determine to throw away
the money already spent and should refuse the great place
allotted to her in the Exhibition, who would be the sufferer ?
Certainly not England and the Empire, but India, or rather
those parts of India which insist upon withdrawing. A unique
opportunity would be lost of bringing India's products to the
notice of England and the Empire, of displaying her wonderful
resources, and of quickening her development and increasing
the welfare of her people. There is nothing to gain by a with-
drawal but everything to lose. The cause of Indians overseas
surely will not gain in strength by action of this character.